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THE RHETORIC QF SCIENTIFIC CONTROVERSY: _ 
RECOMBINANT DNA Order No. DA8327355 

Altimo«e. Michael. Ph.D. ThBUniv9rsityof lowa,^9e3, l34pp. 
Supervisor: Associate Professor Stephen G. Wieting 

_ This study examines the rhetoric used by scientists in the recent 
Recombinant-ONA controversy. As many students of the issue have 
fpundijhree types of arguments were usedisciBntifIc, whether the 
research was safe, whether it would provide socially beneficial result 
such as curing cancer or producing synthetic 
whether the research "interfered with evolution" or involved ''playing 
God" ; arKi poiiticMl, whether the work would have military 



applications, be used in genetic engineering to eliminate troublesome 
human traits, or myplving vyho should decide what type of research is 
to be funded or even allowed. 

The author used a content-analysis methodology to determine the 
type of argument (or 'ideograph") used by scientists in different 
settings. He compared the statements made by a small sample of 
scientists in two different contexts: in Congressional hearirigs on R* 
DNA and to interviewers from the M.l.T. Oral History Program. In 
Congress scientists spoke on \he scientific plane, while arguing in 
political terms to M.l.T. interviewers, noting the lack of data to support 
statements regarding the safety or prospective benefits of R-DNA. The 
scientific statements in Congress were legitimating for both 
proponents and opponents of R-DNA. In the public realm, science is 
technical. 

The author also analyzed all articles in the Hew York Times and 
th« ^pshington Post for the 1 974- 1980 period that dM^^^^ 
controversy. These two newspapers reported the scientificsideof the 
dispute, neglecting philosophical and political concerns. The 
coverage also stressed the utility of the work, making the issue one of 
risk versus benefit-amenable to rational calculation by experts, not 
political choice by an involved citizenry^ 

The author address the issue of science in democracy-long* 
hekf to be a symbiotic relationship. In R*DNAt scientific language was 
used to keep science protected from the democratic sphere, while the 
rhetoric of democracy was invoked in Congress. 

Finally, the controversy points out the importance of language in 
tt>e construction of institutions (Foucault, Gouldner), bridging the 
micro-macro distinction in sociology (R. Collins). 

I DRAMATURGICAL RHETORIC: ERVING GOFFMAN'S 
INTERACTIONAL THEORY OF COMMUNICATION-CONDUCT 

Order No. DA8327362 
B^ANCO^DAviq J., F^.D. r/?e Un/veri^^^^^ 1983. 473pp. 

Supervisor. Professor Donovan J. Ochs 

Tho djssertatipn posits the rudiments of a dramaturgical rt^etorical 
theory, formulated from an interpretative explication of Erving 
Golfman's dramaturgical theory of communication-conduct in 
everyday life. Tiie interpretative expedition of Gpff man's dramaturgy ^ 
derived from classical rt^etorical principles and r^ltii in the form of a 
n><M^ei_G_o_ftm^anjan pentad. The dimensions of ttiis pentad are 
explicateid as grounded in the Goff manian principles of Stage, 
' ^^ormancet Player, Expression 'Control, and Impression* 
Management. This pentad functions as a grammar of a dramaturgical 
rhetoric of everyday life. 

The Goffmanian pentad is developed Jn cpniunctlon vyith 
explications of Kenneth Burke's dramatistic pentad and of a 
corresponding symbolic interactionist pentad vk/hich is posited in the 
dissertation. The interconnection of the three pentadic analyses 
; serves to demonstrate the theoretical, as opposed to critical, status of 
, Goff man's dramaturgy, and to illustrate the conceptual progress from 
I dramatism through symbolic interactionism to dramaturgy. 



_ Each dimension of ^e Goffmanian pentad aiao receive a . 
"rhetorical interpretation,'* an essay that attempts to illustrate the 
prodominant rhetorical elements of the Goffmanian prtncipies and to 
suggest major critical applications of those principles for the field of 
^.•tof^cal study, A major element of these rhetorical interpretatksna la 
a demor^tration of the intimate connection between rhetoric and 
ideology. 

^ . The pentadic principles also are thefoundation of a set of 
''pentadic propositions'* and a set of "dialectical propositions'* which 
IMJSge^t significant implicatiorts regarding a possible 
reconceptualization of rhetoric. This reconceptualization basically 
views rhetoric as a cpnserying force or vehicle of social order. Tha 
pentadic propositiorm suggest notions of (1) a rhetoric of place, (2) a 
rhetoric of conduct, a rhetoric of consciousness of 
e|hi_cs,_and (5) a rhetoric of contact and mystification. Taken 
togethw*, them propositlont chiefly eNcH a r>otion of rhetoric as 
origlnatiyeiy and principally b^ed in social processea of power and 
victimage. 



A PHENOMENOLOGY OF FEMINISM Order No, DA832M14 

Cahill, Corinne Marne, Ph.D. Southem Itllnole University et 
Cerbontiaie, ^Qe3. I6lpp. 

_ Plyerse tendencies typify the contemporary United States Fernlnlit 
Movement. A phenomenological explication of feminism identifiMa 
">e«ningpf varied movement tendencies by a specification of tha 
ontological structure of the movement. A phenomenology of femintoi 
IS a three-step process of description, reduction and Interpretation. A 
phencmenological dwcription of feminism locates a structure of 
axi^^ial feminist speech and as sucb reflective experience in the 
; feminw natural attitude. A phenomenological r^uction of feminism 
locates a structure of essential feminist speech and as such 
prereffective experience, in the feminist natural attitude. A 
phenomenological interpretation of feminism identifies a relationship 
between existential and essential feminist speech and as such a 
precprtscious structure of the feminist natural attitude. A 
phenomenological interpretation of feminism as part of a three-step 
pf>«fW>menolopical explication of feminism thus specifies an 
ontological structure of the movement and as such a meaning of the 
CO ntemporary United States Feminist Movement. Nine feminist texts 
which are representative of nine varied movement tendencies are_ 
used as protocols for phenpmenp|ogi_cal analysis. The texts are first 
t^ematized as a phenomenological description. Second, a structure 
of the themes is evolved as a phenomenological reduction. Uot, a 
synthesis of the structure is evolved as a phenomenological 
interpretation. 

The phenomencrtogical analysts of the njne feminist texte reveate 
that me contemporary United States Feminist Movement is a stated 
transformation from (1) feminine identity as an object to (2) identic 
; as a subject which_(3) Is itself (the stated transformation) 
! transformative. The contemporary United States Feminist Movement 
IS a statement of tran^ormation which is about women as both real 
and ideal identities and is itself transformative of feminine identity in 
the preconscious constitution of the feminist self as a reflective object 
: and prereflective subject. The movement is thus transformative of 
; feminine identity in the reflective consciousness of prereflective 
I experience as the conscious experience impttcit wtttiin the feminist 

speech act asa rhetorical ethic that is communication as 
j intersubjectivity. 



EKLC 



. DISCOURSE AND POWER: THE CONSTRUCTION IN PUBLIC 
COMMUNICATION OF A PSUPUS QUSBCCOIS 

Ord«rNo.OA8407727 

CHARLANo/MAuniCi Renc. Ph.D. Th9 University of fowa, ^9Q3. 356pp. 
Supervisor: Associate Professor Michael Calvin McGee 

In 1980. the government of Canada's province of Quebec held a 
referendum in which it asked Quebec voteca for^ macwlate to 
negotiate for the political sovereignty of their province. While less 
than half of the electorate supported this proposal, over 40% of thosa 
caAtinij^ ballots approved of their government's plan to a estabiish 
Quebec as a sovereign state. Thus, even if a majority of OuMcols 
were not in favor of their province's full pollticajjnd.ependencet the 
proposition that Quebec constituted a distinct society with political 
rights could be entertained as reasonable and had consequences In 
Canada's French-speakinja^prpyince. That kJea was central to ihe 
platform of Quebec's governing political party, the Parti OuMcofs, 
and dominated political life and debate in Quebec. 

. Th ro ugh an analysis of public communication in Quebec since it; 
conquest by Britain in 1760 until the 1980 Referendum, this study 

seeks to explain how the propoMpn that Quetnw should. be 

sovereign can seem reasonable and can motivate political action. 
This project elaborates a theory of power in discourse In order to 
aCQu* that significant political meanings are manif j»t in public 
communication rather than in the coroclousneasof Indivkjuals, 

Throughout Quebec history, demarnjs upon Individuals and 

legitimations of orders of domination have been warranted through 
the iDeanlng of certain key ideologicaJ motive terrm, especially 
••people/' the signifier for the spcial col^^^ 

This study concludes that motives for political action reside in 
discourse itself and considers the form of discourse which mojiyatei 
action a_nd generates j>qwer. Appeals to the -peuple" are considered 
from argumentlve, dramatistic, mythic, and aesthetic perspecth/et. 
The meaning of kdeological terms which enter into political argunf>enta 
is seen to be constructed through mytf)s of l^e '*peuple.'* Those 
myths also motivate action by offering a dramatic and aesthetic 
experience of being '•Quebecota." 

TOWARD A THEORY OF RHETORICAL GENRE 

Order No. DAd400d87 
OowNCY, Sharon Da, Ph.D. UnivBrsity of Coloraeto at Bouldar, 1983. 
411pp. Director Assistant Professor Thomas S. Frentz 

Genre theory and criticism have proliferated in rhetoric in recent 
years. Desj^ite its pen/asiveness too^ rhetorical critics 

! have inconsisterUly and often inadequately conceptualized genre. 
Genre theory lacks systerns, convention , and_ conMnsual agrMme^ 

In response to the theoretical deficiencies, this study develops a 
theory of rhetorical genre and critically applies it to an existent genre 
to illustrate its heuristic value in describing, analyzing, and evaluating 
rhetorical phenomena. 

Piapter l| revievys the pertinent literature on rhetorical genres.. 
Chaptes Hi and IV generate the theory of rhetorical genre and detail 
its definitional and evolutionary features. A rlietorical genre is a rule- 
governed entity and a product of ti^e combination of form and context 
rules existent in any given social period. More specifically, a rhetofical 
genre 1$ a ^' series of rheto ncal discoursea whose obligatory and 
optionalconstitutive and regulative rules are similar in distinction and 
pattern. ** The internal evolutipn of a genre is attributed to sequentiaJ 
changes in the patterns of the genre's rules, whileemergent 
transformation in a genre-i .e., radical evolutipn, birth, dissplutipn, 
death-is attributed to nonsequential changes in the genre's rules 
along with concomitant cultural value shifts and/or technological 
advancements^ 

Chapter V critically applies thetiieory to the rhetorical genre of 
apologia to ascertain its value and ability to generate additional 
insights into rhetorical forra and genres. Unlike that suggi^ted In 
current literature, apologia is a "rhetoric of self-content in regards to 
ppt^tial or actual threats in a given set of circumstances«** and the 
constitutive and regulative rules combine to produce five apologetic 
• subforms-self-exhoneration, self-a 
service, and self -deception-each with its own unique form, 
substance, and function. 

. Chapters VI and VII conclude that the theory advanced in this 
study adds precision, historical and evolutionary continuity, and a 
unified perspective on rheto rical genres. Moreover, It implies an 
adequate approach to genre criticism. Ultimately, genre theory and 
genre criticism provide a means to trace recurrent rhetorical forms in 
order to systematically understand societal values, developmental 
Y cal history, and their relationship. 



A SCHEMATiZATION OF POETICAL, RHETORICAL, AND 
POETICAL.RHETORICAL DISCOURSE Order No. 6Ad403727 
rReGOi,DAVioHAAiiy,PH;D. tJ/iNarsity of Oregon, 1983. 160pp. 
Adviser Charley A. Letstner 

Contemporary scholarship recognizes that a good speech andA 
9ood poem are not the same thing. Yet, neither rhetorical nor literary 
scholars have adequately identitied-in a systematic and macroscopic 
fashjon--the various jwints at.whjch rhetoric and poetry merge and 
the points at which they separate. Information abounds concerning 
ind ivid ual criteria which scholars have used to dj^ribe areas, of 
combination or division concerning these two arts; however, a 
s^tematic description of the overall nature of the interrelationship 
tetween rhetoric and poetry does not presently exist This study 
seeks to fill tiiat void. 

_ inve3tlgatipn_begins vyith a cpmprehensive review J explicit 
positions concerning the relationship between rhetoric arxJ poetry 
advanced (1) at tiie 1964 Iowa Conference on /hetoric and_ poetiy,. 
(2) in tiie speech jouriials from 1964 to tiie present, (3) in selective 
literary journals from 1964 to the present, (4) in selective speech and 
Ite/ary journals published prior to 1964, and (5) in selected 
textbooks. 

The review of the literature revealed, many scholars who combine 
rhetoric and poetry through the use of one criterion and divkle them 
using another. Therefore, positions searned to cluster more 
appropriately around categories rather than individual scholars. The 
categories which emerged from a review of the professional literature 
vyere divided jnto the intrinsic Gncluding language, potential effect, 
form/structure, proof, and style) and the extrinsic (including function 
and purpoM, us«, arKj situation^ 

After a review of the professional literature, a schematic mode/ Is 
presented. The schematization outiines the characteristicsand 
elements which may be sakj to compose poetical discourse, 
I rhetorical discourse, and a third type of language act termed 
"poetLcahrhetprica! dlscojjrse^ 

Implications of viewing a particular language act as poetical, 
rhetorical, or poetical-rhetorical are discussed^ The study concludes 
witii a discuuion of the manner in which the schematic model may 
aid in tt>e critical analym of lariguage acts. 



PERCEPTIONS OP OTHERS' OPINIONS AS PUBLIC OPINION 
AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO COMMUNICATION IN THE 
NEIGHBORHbOO: A SYSTEMS LEVEL PERSPECTIVE 

Order No. DAd32305l 

Glynn, Carroll Jane, Ph.D. Tha Unlverstty of Wisconsin • Madisont 
1983. 301pp. Supervisor Prof 2Ssor Jack Myron McLeod 

The present study investigated tv^ major topics in relation to 
public opinion. The first deal witii beliefs about the opinions held by _ 
groups of others, while the second topic concerned the ways In which 
the sociaLsystem mjght cqrne int_o_p^ In the formation of opinions 
and pierce ptions of others' opinions. 
__ ^S^nninSJ^'^h a^PM^'^tion in referent group and person 
perception theories, the study incorporated the fundamental 
principles of the spiral of silence and pluralistic ignorance literature 
and conjecture by the author. A basic theory of "public opJnlon'*_ln 
relation to communication and cohesion in ti^ social system was 
discussed. The perceptipri of others' opinions was considered to t>e a 
ponible definition of public opinion, atleast when used in 
conjunction with aggregated statements of opinion. 

A cross-sectional sample survey of Madison, Wisconain. adults 
was conducted and 297 subjects were chosen based on a random 
selection of 31 neighb&rhppds.. Th« antece^ study 
cor^sted of demographic characteristics as well as degree of 
cphesipn and degree of perceived similarity of the neighborhood. Jhm 
dependent variables were based on a coorientational f rameworic and 
thus are considered to be "relational** terms. 

Nonparametric statistics_wef:e used tp tf^t basic difference iri tfie 
relationship between perceptions of opinions and stated opinions. 
Hierarchical regression analyses were performed to^d 
relationship of the deperfdent variables to demographic, cohesion 
and communication variables. 

Neighborhoods varied signlflcantiy by statements of opinion and 
perceptions of the opinion held within c$ach nelghbortK>od. 
Differenc<» between stated opinioris and perceptioro of others' 
opinions frequently differed from one another. Lov^ perceived 
agreement was often found in situations that sparked public 



controversy. Perceptiors of opiniora were less viriant than _ 
aggregated stated opinions, even when "neutraL ^a?re_moved from 
theanalysis. providing supportjor the hypoth^ 
ma> be more stable indicators of "public opinipn,''_yV^hen regression 
analyses were conducted, there w_ere significant reiationshm ^ 
between the dependent variables and many of the independent and 

antecedent variables. __ »t -*-^*-«»«»k* 

Overall, results indicate the need for further inveitipation mto the^ 
relatipiisfilp of oiJinions to perceptions of opinions, taking the referent 
group or social system into consideration. 



DEVELOPMENT AND INITIAL TESTS OF AN ACTION 

ASSEMBLY THEORY Order No. DA8323378 

Gbsxhi, John 0,, Pm.D. The Univershy of W/scons/n - Madison, 1983. 
250pp. Supervisor Associate Professor Joseph Cappella 

The aims of this dissertation are two-fold: (1) to explicate a theory 
of the processes underlying the production of comrnunicative 
behaviorsuand_(2) to report the results of three Initial tests of the 
theory involving theduratlon of phonation and hesitation in 
spontar>eo us speech. - ^ - --- 

Until recently little theoretical work has focused upon the _ 
d_evelopment of models of behavioral output systems, Here, a realist 
theory of behavioral production is developed. The theory is comprised 
of five axioms and seventeen theoretical propositions which sen/e to 
specHy the nature of the relevant cognitive ttructunw end process^ 
Action assembly theory pc«lulMee two basic cognitive stmcturw and 
two ba»c processet. The structures are: {li prpcedura!records--the 
basic unit ot procedural memory, and (2) the output representation-* 
hierarchkiel reprwentatlon of action to k^ take^^^^ 
processes serve to bring certain procedural records to bear upon an 
output problem. These activated procedural records arc then 
integrated to form the output representation In Msembjy_prpce»ea. 

In me second portion ohhe dissertation various complexe of 
structural and processing propositions are_empLpy«J_to_derive 
experimental hyjDOJheses, Three experiments were conducted, and 
each Indicated support for the theoretical perspective. 

In Experiment 1, subjects were randomly assigned to qne of three 
groups. One group was_giyen_a fpyr^step abstract problem-solution 
sequence for organizing verbal material. A secondexpenmental 
group wasgiven a similar solution-problem sequence. Additionally. 

there was a control group. All subjects were then r«^uired to disciM 
an issue for which they were unable to prepare la advance. Subjecta 
in the probiem-solution condition exhibited significantly l«s silent 

pausing^during speech than subjects In the control condmpn^ ^ 

Subjects in the solution-problem condition paui: i:d l^than control- 
group subjects but not significantly so. 

Experiment II revealed a significant decreasing linear trend in 

silent pausing with increasing practice trials with the solution-problem 

sequence. . , ^ . - • 

In Experiment III, interrupjMl time series techmqura were 
employed to investigate the presence of periods of fluency and 
hesitation in speech. The results indicated that there were statistically 
significant phases in spontanecua speech which corresponded to 
identifiable moves in the discount. 

TOWARDS A RADICAL HUMANIST PERSPECTIVE FOU 
MASS COMMUNICATION INQUIRY: MIHAILO MARKOVtC'S 
PHICOSOPHY OF DIALECTICAL PRAXIS 

Order No. DAd327394 

JAMCS. Beverly Ann, Pm.D: The University of towa. 1983. I95pp. 
Sopefvisor Professor Hanno Hardt 

Conyentipnal mass communication research In the United States 
has been rightly accused of lacking a solid theoretical biois, of b^ 
concerned with discrete problems which are seldom Integrated into a 
larger whole. Exceptions to this dominant strain of research are the 
contributions of a handful of scholars whose worl; is modeled on _ __ 
Marat's critique of jaolitjcal economy. But while this research provide 
irsightfui analyses into the relationship between the mass media and 
modem industrialized capitally society, it fails to generate positive 
platforms for the restructuring of media aystenwjn the inter«1» of _ 
human liberation. The objective of the dissertation, then. Is to develop 
O ileal humanist perspective for inquiry into mass communication 



which supersedes the limltatlorw of existing criticaJ approach^^ This 
entail the construction of a co_mprehensive theoretical framework for 
m organization and contextuallzation of p_aat,iment,_ard future 
rwearch aimed at achieving a democratic system of mass 
communication. . ^ - 

Three radical theories of society are examined for their, 

contributions to the development of revolutionary social philosophy: 
tfie Frankfurt School's critical theory of society, the coritem_pprafy 
British Cultural Critics* materialist tl>eory of society, and Mihailo 
K4arkovjc's democratic theory of socie^. the latter Is found to jjroyide 
a fuily-articfllated philospphtea! foundation for revolutionary social 
, change in the direction of universal human (OTancilMipn. and s^^ 
as a f ramewori^ for the development of a tfwory for dtical mass 
communication IrKjuiry. . 

The paradigm which emerg«i insists that mass corwminication 
must be understood within the context of a radical. critical theory of 

society in which social scientifiarwearch is consciously and 

continually evaluated !n terms pf_l» contributions to improving the 
Quality of human life. This implies a commitmenion_the_paftgf^_^ 
Intellectuals to both theoretical research and practical engagement In 
the «ruggle to constructs democratic cpmmunlcation ^tem 
oriented toward the satisfaction of genuine human needs and 
interests. 



A SEMIOTIC THEORY OF COMMUNICATION 

Order No. DA840S3M 
Kupf rs.Lawwenci BaiAN. Pm.D. Sfafe University of New YorH et Stoftf 
flroo*, 1983. 277pp. 

C. S. Peirce and others have attempted to construct a general 
theory of signs which includes natural signs, linguistic expressiona, 
and Artistic representations. No such effort has gained wide 
acceptance. This study Is based on the hypothesis that the failure of 

previous attempt to frame such a theory can be attributed to 

n^scqnceptlons of the more complex types of signs, the "highef-le^ 
vehicles*" The critical sections of the study include an examination of 
one product of the tradition of semiologlcal Inquiry Initiated by _ _ 
Fendlnand de Saussui e as well as P. Qrice's program for a theory of 
nonnatural meaning. Ftbman Jakobson's ccde-based_app_rpach to 
verbal communication takes for granted the existence of an 
underlying jsemlotic structure or code. If Jakobson's theory Is to be 
generalized so as to cover ail cases of communication^ h|s notion of 
code must be challenged. The Grlcean conditions for nonnatural 
meaning were modified Dy J. Bennett to_provide weaker conditions 
which accomplish^he same goals as the 3ricean conditions. Our. 
modification of J. Bennett's sub*Gricean conditions for nonnatural 
meaning becomes thi core of our constructive efforts. Our ba^ _ 
theory of communication includ« characterizations of "atiempting- 
to-communicate- {l.e.elt^er -attemptlng-to-inform" or attempting- 

to-enjoin-), "utterance^ (Le. "communicative y*lcle"Ja'^ 

"(succjwalul) communication." The theory is then complicated In 
successive steps (typlflcation, cpriyentionaM', and grammatlcality) ao 

as to encompass communicative systems as ccmplex as natural 

language. Armstrong's distinction between signification and mock 
signification is used to clarify our thecry'sjreatfnent of natural 
languages as communicative s^tems. the notion of 
miscommunicatlon is brief lydiscussed. in the concluding chapters 
tiy to mothrate a ttieory of signification which woujd include a 
sp^ial case our theory of communication. The problematic of 
signification is mappMl out [n a discussion of the major categories of 
signs and in some remarics about expre»ive sigi^ The study ends 
witii a homage to C. S. Petree's phHc^ophical mventivenett. 
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HIERARCHICAL LEVELS OF CONTEXT AND REFLEXIVE 

LOOPS: AN INVESTIGATION OF MEANING StRUCTURES In 
HUMAN COMMUNICATION Ofdtr NO- DA8401 677 

Lannamann. vioHN WittAftO. Ph.D. University of Massachusetts, 1983. 
291pp. Director: Professor W. Barnett Pearce 

in this dissertation it is argued that the creation of meanlngjor 
cpmmunlcatLve acts is a process which involves interpretations at 
several levels of context ThepurpC/seof Unis research Isto deveipp 
and teat a model of context which accurately represents the intricati 
and often reflexive relations between multiple levels of meaning and 

^ ir« argued that the appiicatlon ol Russell and Wiiteheadjslheo^ 
of logical typing to the study of human qommunicatooo context! 
rwuits in am artflcial simpllflcaUon of the communicatiqn procesa 
which ne;gates the ability to explain the creation of novel 
communication cpntexts. . ^ . \^^w.^^fy^^r 

The meaning of context levels .s influenced ^^^^^ '^^^^^^ 
relation \6 ether individual contextual levels, but also by their reflexive 
relation to the entire contextual system of "^ea^*"*,^"^^;^^^®^;,^!.,^ 
understand interpretive processes, it is ^ecfssanf to a^^^ 
levels of meanin^Lto a third level, the overall perspectlye apei^n hw 
on the social event. A model of context which is coraistent w, h tl>^ 
claiTO a presented and it is suggested that this model facilitates an 
investigation of paradoxes in human interaction. . 

Three empirical studies were undertakeri tojest the context r^ 
The dual goals of this research were to develop a reliable ^rtdy_^^ 
method for measuring relationships between levels oj context an^ to 
assess the validity of the context model. The first study. a_^nt£ni 
analysis, wasdesigned to discover the repertoire pVco^^^'fJyP^, 
empSd by interactants. The second study employed factor analytic 
techniques in order to discern fundamental categories come)^^ 
types and to assess the validity of the hypothesized tevels of contort 
fou^ in Pearce and Cronen's (1980) Coordinated Managementjf 
King theory. Data generated in the Mt two studi^ ^^l^^ 
the third study which involved the operationalizatipn of hierarchical 
meaning structuf es and reflexive meaning stru ctur» 
Multidimensional scaling techniques were us^o «^^ 
prec^ion with which the context model identified differences b^^^ 
strange reflexive loops, charmed reflexive loops, hierarchies, and 

^'^^e^lts provide tentative su p_ppn tor the proposed model of 
conte^ The implications of these results for therapy and interculturiU 
comfTHjnication are briefiy discussed. 



A RULES ANALYSIS OF CONVERSATIONAL NARRATIVES 

Order No. DA8407773 
K^s. Sanora Mae, Ph.D. The Unlversityof /owa. 1983. 204pp. 
Supervison Professor John Waite Bowers 

During the course of a canyersatLon. participants move into and 
out of narrative episodes with apparent ease. The narrator tel s the 
story, the recipient responds appropriately.^and^tiie con^^^^ 
continues. However, if the narrator or recipjent ^ails to perform ceri^ 
expectable behaviors, the episode is disrupted and implicit or explicit 
sanctions are likely to follow the deviant behavior.^ 

These observations suggest that participants share tacit 
knowledge of behaviors appropriate to the narrative episode. Jlvf _ 
Durocse of this investigation was to determine the extent to whidithw 
knpwWge could be represented as a system of rules which enable 
participants to generate their own behavior, predict the behavior of an 
interactional partner, and recognize deviations from expected 

*^*An!5y8ls focused on 169 narrative episodes occurrnain 18 dyadic 
conversations of approximately 3D minutes each^Ejght of these 

conversations were_b_etween friends and eight were between 

strangers. Four dyads were same-sex femaJe,_four were same-sex^ 
male, andjour were mixed-sex. Theexistence of njl^^wa^inferred 
from systematic analysis of regularities in com.-nunlcative behavior. 



deviations from expected behavior, and patterns of sanctions which 
attended deviations. 

This analysa provides evidence for the exlstwice of four 
interrelated ruje systems: The Rulrof Contexting provides for the 
topical relevance of the narrative; The Rules of Construction proyjdf 
a concise, comprehensibje. and credible narrative; The general Rule 
of Appropriatenesaprovides for socially polite narrative and indirect 
sanctions for deviations from construction rules^ especially credibility; 

^"ica <»f Receipt provide for an uninterrupted narrative and the 
reengagement of post-narrative tarn-by-turn talk. 



THE LANOUAGE COMPONENT OF TERRORISM STRATEGY: 
A TEXT- BASED, LINGUISTIC CASE STUDY OF 
CONTEMPORARY GERMAN TERRORISM. (VOLUMES I AND 

Order No. DA8401507 
Miller, Bowman Howard. Ph.D. Georgetown University, 1983 
181pp. 

Contemporary terrorism combine selective violence witti rellanc* 
on language to articulate terrorist motivatiora. beliefs, and objectives. 
Focusing on the language component, the study is interdisci^linaiy_ 
rather than specifically linguistic, applying jnslghts from content and 
P':opaganda analysis^ psycholinguistics, structural linguistics, and 
politick and soclo-biographic analysis to_major eyent^related 
Statements of the West German tenrorist group RotBArmee Fraktion 
iRed Army Faction-RAF). Texts written between 1972 ainJ 1981 ^ 
three RAF generations are analyzed In a study of lar>guage (in thia 
case Germani used as a persuasive tool. 

Central to the discussion is the procMs of "naming" extra- 
RngubticjealLty. The German debate over violence (Oewan) and 
terror illustrates the "naming" conflict which is embodied if? lexicon, 

Ifix'cal, and syntjictic mearw used to produce altered 
meanings and achieve persuasion are isolated in the terrorists' t_exts._ 

Terrorist awarenea of the need fpr and manjpulabillty of language 
*a contrasted with the R AFs rejection of language as a political tool. 
The terrorists' language objective is to overturn the West German 
GovOTmerit^s clajnis lpi^itimacy, moraJi^y, monopoly on the use of 
force, and popular support. 

The FIAF tex^ document the vital Hnk between terrorist violence 
and the use of languageiof Lb justification, illustrating thaterrorfsta* 
competence in exploiting the rnaniputabllity of langua5_e. They ex^pft 
mllltafy lexicon; paaaive voice arxJ impersonal verbs; generalization; 
denunciation; anaphora and other stylistic devica; and newty coined 
noun compourtds. 

The analysis conclydes that the R AFs language strategy fails du« 
both to the unacceptabllity of terrorist claims ar^ tp the RAps attempt 
to address multiple audiencM_ within the space of a single text for 
aach incident. By combining lexical, semantic, and syntactic analyst 
and examination of persuaaon and argumentation techniques with an 
io'deplh apprajsaj of the nature and history cf terrorism in West 
Germany, the study shows how useful llnguistics,_and Its adjoining 
disciplines, can bejn the understanding of terrorism, illustrating the 
political and scientific significance of a close examination of a 
terrorist group's statements.. 
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THE THEORY, PRACTICE AND RHETORIC OF bOYALTY 
MooRf, Mary Canoaci, Ph.D. iork Univmlty (CMnada), 1983: 
I Loyalty is defined in Chapter One as the commitment of_pn^etf to 
a cause that embodies a principle which gives purpose to one's life. 
Two different forms which the practice of loyalty may take are 
discussed, and these are: loyalty as natural piety and loyalty as the 
practice of divided loyalties. Also, a third formulation of loyalty as a 
tf^eoretic orientation is offered: 

The formulation of loyally in Chapters One and Two develops this 
tef«ion as being central to loyalty: the Initial choice and identification 
with a cause is_t_he_sfancr that one must take, and the reorientation to 
one's chosen cause is the need for a stand to mature into a walk that 
shows the truth of loyalty. 

In Chapter Three the rhetoric of loyalty is examin«J. Rhetoric 
involv«i those arguments which are made concernir^what relations 
to dissolve and what relations to preserve, and specifically the 
rhetoric of divided loyaltiesis discussed and contrasted to the 
rhetoric of the classic practice of loyal friendshin. The concern with 
defending and dissolving relations is further developed in Chapter 
Four through the characters of Vrm inforrDtr and the r«teter, and 
through the dialogue_i>etvyeen them concerning cowardice and 
heroism, treachery and discrete fwbtancti. 

The thepry of loyalty as stated in Chapter Rve is that thft nractice 
of toyaity when regulate by Socratic rtietoric and cour^led by the 
trutti of loyalty fMults Ln Ipyajty's jMin^Mer) u co^ 
me supreme virture. Tne difference between political courage and 
philosophic courage is developed as the twoMr^ tpjoy 
combined constitute its truth. Chapter Six centers upon loyalty as the 
practice of politicaJ courage alone^ and this view of loyalty as the 
takirtg -if a stand is exemplified in the actiofcs of the noble Roman, 
Mvcus ?njtus. 



INTERCUtf URAL COMMUNICATION IN THE AGE OF 
fECHNOtOGY: AFRICA AND THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA Order No. DA8400265 

MuNALA, Otieno Mare, Pm.D. The Ohio Sfafe Univ9rsity, 1983. 328pp. 

A major challenge facing the worid^pmmunlty is copj^eration __ 
between the peoples of the world in order to work together towards 
the evolution of an aja^rcMsaM alteniatiye^^^^^^^ is an 
inquiry into the basis for developing a symmetrical relationship. _ 
between Africaris and Americans in an age QreatJy impacted on by 
American (western technology). 

The study employs dynamic. Interpretive, translatable schema 
together with typologies adopled f rom Jean Gebser> work. A 
comparison of expressive forms from each JCuHure is done with 
f«5pect to ReJI^Lon and Medicine. A model is proposed for facilitating 
intercultoral communication between Africans and Americans... 

Among the underlying assumptions, both methodological and 
conceptuaLin this dissertation are_: Cultures can be understood 
in tenr3 of their commonaliti« and difference. (2) The historical- 
critical jmethod of inctuirycan be frultfu|*y:enriploj^ed |n the 
understanding of cultures. (3) All forms of human and culturaJ. . _ _ 
exprwsipns have the ability to be compared for their commonalltia 
and differences. (4) No one form of data is more privLleged than 
another. (5) intercultural communication define a specific 

relationship between at least two cultures engaged in mutual 

refinement of each other's sensibilities. (6) AU cultures are complete 
and wfth many histories; no culture Is static, change arxl permanence 

are4rue of them all. _ 

_ The a_uthor_cpncludes that: (1) cultural boundari» are nec«s«ry 
and need be respected. (2) The magical and the mythoLojjjcaLwprid^ 
are dominant in Africa while the mental rationa! wortdsdominatee 
America. (3) Biblical Christiariity is r^cc^rily r^^ 
therefore Africans can and may yet teach Americans with respect to 
Christianity. (4) African borrowings from America need be done ^ 
discriminatingly. (5) African medicine is neither pagan npr Amrjctn 
medicine Christian: both originate from source other than Jesus 
Christ. (6) The integral world f acilitates Intercultural communication 
between Africans and Americans. 
.. Hppefuny this work Mn^^ of 

intercultural communication in gerteral and to AfHcarHAmertcaii 

expressive fqrrns with regard to Christianity arid Medicine particularly; 
othar researchers may do more. 



THE EFFECTS OF RHETORICAt QUESTIONS ON CpGNITIVE 
ELABORATION AND PERSUASION IN DYADIC EXCHANGE 
PROCESSES Order No. DA8327530 

Munch, James Michael, Ph.O: The Pennsylvania State University, 
1983. 392pp. Co-Advisers: teland L Beik, John L^Swasy 

The study represents the first experimental investigation ol 
questions as a persuasive message factprjvithin the doma n of 
marketing. Specifically, the persuasive impact of rhetorical questions 
was investigated in buyer^seller excha^^ge. . «^.^#«rth. 

Two alternative theoretical explanations have been off ered tor tne 
effecte of rhetorical questions [n persuasion: Th«e two theoriea. 
operant conditioning and distraction, are suggested from past 
Dsychological res_earch. Neither operant conditioning nor distraction 
Sn completely accountforexistingdata on the persuasive effects of 
rhetoricals. Therefore, an additional explanation, terrned _spcj^ 
interaction, was Introduced as a nwre parsimonious explanation of 

^^pSedfctions emanating from social interaction were tested egair^t 
operant conditioning and distraction in the _spirit_of strorig inference. 
Anexperimental design involving three independent variables 
(message style, i.e:, grammaticalfprm, message argument quaiiiy. 
and frequency of message style ose>was used to test th^ 
competing predictions. These thrw factqrs v^^re manipulated in a 2 x 

2x3 completely crossed analysis of variance design^ 

Under these experinwyJconditiora, student f ^f*,^ 
exDOsed to a sales presentation for anewjarpduct: the KodaK 
caS^Twen^ suSects were assigned to each cell as designated by 

the three-factor factorial d«ign. The eight-minute experirrvBrital safes 
m^sage was interrupted five times to elicit cognitive responses that 
may have been occurring. At the cpnclusjpn of ttie message, a 
qu«tJonnaire containing the dependent measures was administered. 
These criterion rneasures included attitudes, message recall, and 
sorne additional measures related to the competing thepretic_al__ 
perspectives under_cpns[d^era^^ the questionnaire 

contained a series of measured independent yariabjes, 

Contrary to expectation, results of the study revealed that the 
persuasive message was more effective when Jurnrnary declarative 
statements rather than summary rhetorical questions were used._ln_ 
addition, none of the theoretical jwspectives adequate accounted 
for the data, ^n explanation based on elicitation of agreement rather 
than gram'Tiatical form was offered for the r«alts. 



THE FUNCTION OF FEMINIST THEATRE AS_A RHETORICAL 
MEDIUM WITHIN THE WOMEN'S MOVEMENT 

Order No. DA8324927 

hJATAtLE, Elizabeth Jo, PHcO. The.flojida State University, 1983, 
235pp. Maior Professor Wayne C Minnick 

This study sought to determine thejnature of feminist theatre as a 
persuasive process and to determine ttie correspondence betwea re 
the rhetoric jDf feminist theatre and tihie ideology of thjewpmeni _ 
movement. Feminist theatre is a small, but strong, form of In-group 
communication that primarily aierves the left wing of the women's 
movement. 

Evidence Was gathered from feminist theatre groups locited 
primarily in the eastern and central United States. The analysis of . 
twenty feminist dramas, dating from 1967 to 1982, served as s focus 
for tfie study. The plays vware categorized under three gw^ 
headings: **sexual politfcar** ''the woman-identified woman," stkI 
''family rotes and relajjon^^^^^ Within the cat^orin, each pliy wtt^ 
subiected to rhetorical analysis based on an Aristotelian metlnod. The 
analysis was. primarily designed to discover modes of proof and types 
of discojurse as indicators jof the rhetorical stojcture of femfniit _ 
drama. The examination of the drama showed tiiat feminist plays 
contain rhetorical featurca simnar to other radjcal wo r^^^ 
rhetoric, and the major issua discussed in ttie drama do have s direct 
Hnk to the radical ideplojy of ttie women's movement. 

In addition to the analysis of the plays, a mode) wasi developed 
which shov^ed how feminist theatre functions as a multi-locationsi 
rhetorical proce^UL The model was a basis for the di»:uiK^^^^ 
communication interchangai that take place in tiie feminist theatre 
phenomenon. The locatiora in ttie process where pensuasion occurs 
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inclQde the research and discusion period when a group works on a 
n^w Qlay, the actual pflfforman(M pf the dram 
between audience and actors that often follows a performance. TYie 
thesia was advanced Jhat the tyjMpf persuasion occurring is primarily 
beiief-bolstering. Both actors and audience members are ifeminiat* 
who. am a result of emotional involvement with the drams, strengthen 
their commitrneht tofemLnlrt.cbrv^^llOfW^^ _ 
the drama offer a rational justification for commitmenl and provide Vhm 
v/omeh with argumlents which can be used against ttut opposition. 



these considerations, participants viewed one of three yidjeptapes 
featuring an actr«»s pertprminijL various manipulated behaviors. Only 
immNediate Iralt judgments of the actress covaried with the relevant 
prototype. Nevertheless, the protptypi^ accounted for about twenty 
percent of variarice in attributions, which in turn accounted for about 
forty percent of variance in competence evaluations^ Judgmenta 
TOde a_ montfi later were consistent with prototype for both traits and 
behaviors. And attributions and evaluations of the actress were 
accounted for consistently better than earlier. 



AN EMPIRICAL ANALYSIS OF COMMdNtCATION RULES 

OrderNc. DA8402513 
pARKfa. James La wsoN, III. Ph.D. r/je^/or/da SfamVmwi/Ty, 1983. 
122pp. Major Professor: Richard R, tee, Ph.D. 

Th«_atgdy was designed. to test the reliability and validity of 
Cushman's conceptualization of communication rules. Reliability and 
valWity were ru?es and 
having sobjecte rate the rule for appropriateness. _ 

Communication rules were operationalized by utilizing behaviors 
from Shimanoff's CommunfcattQnBMlQs and situatipns constructed by 
the ftaearcher. Behaviors were clarified using Bale's /nr&rac^on 
Process _Ana/y5/5._Situatlo classified using Cushman's 
definition of interpersonal group» organizational and mzs% 
communication. The combination of behaviors and sltualions 
produced 192 rule statements. 0ne-Aundre4t^Q s_uMct?t raied each 
of the rules on a seven point semantic differential scale anchored by 
the adjective pair appropriate-lnapproprlate^ 

PHmary data analysis for reliability were measures of internal 
cprwisftwcy. Crpmbac combinations of items. 

Standard deviations were used to compare individual items The 
apparent reliability of some items could be explained by the cellar and 
ceiling effect of the scale, therefore no conclusive renabilijywM 
established: Since no reliability was established the validity analysis 
was purejy Lnvestlgatory. _ _ 

Future research should strive to reduce the ambiguity of rules and 
to develop a more precise scale for determining orientation toward a 
rule. 



THE STRUCTURE ANO FUNCTION OF IMPLICIT THEORIES 
OF COMf^UNICATIVE COMPETENCE Order No. bA83233ir 
Pavitt, Chahues. Ph.D. f/)* Unh^nHy of Wisco/w/n vWadtoon, 1983. 
477pp. Supervisor Associate Prof esor doseph N. Cappeila 

Past research in social skillshas falledtp shows simple 
relationship between single objective behaviors and competence 
evaluations, i argue that this rejatlpnship can for by 

considering the manner in which obsen/ers perceive and ___ 
cpnceptuaiize these behaviors. Assuming the perception and 
assignment of a behavior to an actor, the gpai of this dissertation is to 
study the subsequent process of conceptualization. 

The first step is to propose andJM a 'JiodeLof the structure "f 
beliefs about communicative competence. I argue that people have 
conceptions of thejarototypical 'N:ommunicative competent (CC) 
person:'* The probabilities linking defining trails and behaviors to the 
iQC person " are revealed in "attributional judgmente;" the 
probabilities linking traits and behaviprs tp each other are tapped by 
"covariational judgments." A seria of studies measured the 
complexity of this structure. Jtapj>Mrs that at^^^ 
about various "CC person" prototypes, differing in competence jevrt 
and communication situation, differ markedly. However, covariational 
relationships show great similarity among teyel and situation, with the 
critical exceptions of covariation among behaviors and between traits 
arKl behaviors f or the average _^CC person." 

Observers are hypothesized to use this structure in the f ormajion 
of impresslonsjand evaluations of a communicator's competence. 
Given an observed behavior, the observer forins an impr^jpn of the 
actor based on the prototypical covariation of this behavior with otr»er 
behaviors and trails. The degree of competence asslgnjwJ to the actor 
should be based on the degree to which the actor's attributed 
characteristics malchthose of theprptptype. C^ 
prototype on judgments and evaluations should increase. To test 



A RHETORICAL ANALYSIS OF TWO CONTEMPORARY 
STATEMENTS REFLECTING AMERICAN INDIAN AND NON* 
INDIAN WORLD-VIEWS Order No. DAd327S46 

Roi SiNS, Rebecca Louise, Ph.D. The Pannsylvania State Univrslty, 
1983. 171pp. Adviser John Hardin Best 

This study was developed out of concern for the historical and 
contej^PPJ'a^^ state of Indian education. VVr iters, researchefs and 
federal representatives oven^helmingly document the "failure** of ttie 
American education system to provide adequate educational 
offerings to Indian students. This failure hasbeen the result of lack oil 
sensitivity on the part of the education personnel or lack of federal 

t 

■ rnpnetai^suppprt forjf^ researcher and other 

writers have hypoth^ized the basic reason for this failure res^ wl^ 
the differences in perceptions of the world by educational policy- 
; makers and those to whom the policy is directed. 

Rhetorical analysis has been employed in this study as the 
methodology through which the world'views of American Indians and 
non-Indian policy^makers were assessed. Language utilized in two 
contemporary statements, jhs Longest Walk Manifesto of 1 97fl_and_ _ 
the Declaration of Pojicy section x>f the Indian Self 'Determination and- 
Education Assistance Act of 1975 served as the basis for analysis and 
consequently, message interpretation. Those messages, it is argued, 
convey not only an Indian education ideology but a world view, 
repr<»enlatiye of its preparers. 

Rhetorical concepts such as Indian leadershrp, self-determination 
ar^ definition of Indian were addre^ the 
vBOfid-views conveyed by both messages: It was found that two 
distinct world*views existed and that those world-views were pppojml 
to one another One point of agreement in both messages, was that of 
the determination of contemporary Indian identity. 

rinally ^ so c iailzatipn theory i s b/pu ght to be^ar to explain the f ailure 
of American Indian education. This study presents a contemporary 
aituation where modern institutions have been imposed on traditional 
people. The peoples of the Longest Walk, who identify themselvin as 
"traditional,** negate the modern institutions of America and 
therefore^ suggest one contemporary instance of failed socialization. 
Socialization literature acknowledges that socialization may fall 

Ihrpugh disre^ard ot a traditjpnal people's valu^, beliefs and 

attitudes. This study represents that failure, because valua, attitudes 
|nd ^!|efs comprise one component of a vk^Hd-yiew. This^udy then* 
identifies a world-view d the policy-makers and an opposing world* 
view of a contemporary, yet a self-proclaimed '^traditional*' people. 
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A POCUSED eOMMUNIOATION RULES APPROACH TP 

ARTICULATING ORGANIZATION. CULTURES: DESCRLPTJONS 
AND COMPARISONS Order No. DA8329583 

ScHAtu. Marvan Strathy. Ph.D. UnfvBrsity of MinnBsoik, 1983. 
263pp. 

Cultural approaches to understanding organizational experience 
ha ve_ recently generalea interest as both theorical ar^d application 
research. OrganizationaLcuUure has l>een addressed as something 
an organization HAS or IS. The difference has definitional, parposivs, 
and methodological impllcatipns^ThJs study proceeds from the latter 
assumption and was conducted as interpretive inquiry, Its data ar« 
insider interpretations of their organizational experience-the valoett 
beliefs, and meanings they share and which are reflected in patlerndd 
communicative behaviors. The study framework synthesizes 
anthropologists' interest \ncuitural y_uies'[ of be.havlprjhe 
interdisciplinary advocacy of organizations and caJtares as 
communfcation phenomena, artd communication theory's 
communication rufes perspective, which posits that intentional 
commuriication is accomplished by consensus on coordinating rules 
thatprescrioe preferred interaction behavior, 

The specific study purpose is to determine the efficacy of 
describing prganizationsascultures byjden 
communication rules that shape interactions in a pervasive area of 
organizationaMile: power •ppliticslnf[ue^ 

The stQdy4ook place in two interfacing groups of a large busir^ni 
corporation. The research method was multi-faceted and Included th« 
researcher "iiving in" with each group for a four-week |«r(pd. During 
this period, the researcher Inferred informai influence rojes from 
behavioral datajgatheredduring pbseryaljpn an^^ and 
formai rules by examining numerous official documents. The inferred 
rules _weie develoj)«^ f^ules Questfonnaire. Group 

nr^emt^erv responded to each questionnaire rule statement on two 

dimensions: experience and ethics. Analyses of the ne^onsesyleUMi 
a rule-based Cuiturai Description for each group. Three pth_er Culture 
Descriptions were developed: one in accordance with the formal 
rules, two in accordance with_each srpuj3s!r€»ppn^^ 
star^dardized Influence asessment instrument \heinfiuenc0 Styl0 
Questionnaije. GiTOup members assessed the five descriptions 
accordir\g to how fully and accurately each captured their group- 
culture. By several measures, the communication rutes-based 
description was preferred by each group, The researctd em pns^^^ 
the descriptive, evaluative, and theoretical usefulness of addressing 
organizations as cpmmynicatipn/^^^ phenomena enacted 
through shared communication rules. 



ON LANGUAGE/ON FItM: DECONSTRUCTING THE CINEMA 

Order No. DA8400732 
SetiQ, Michael Emil. Ph.D. Northwestern University, 154pp, 

This dissertation ts a metacritical hlstpry oithe cinema, 
investigatin_s the relationship between epistemology, the phljosophy 
of language, ar\d theories about the cinemiL_Sp€«ifically, the ^ _ 
episiemplogical determinants and their impact asevidencedjn t^e 
philosophy of language, are tr_aced_on our ways of "knowing the 
cinema-both as an expr^sive medium, and as particular types or 
modes of expr^ton. , 

The opening chapter will analyse the relatiorwip between 
epistemology and the study of language, marking three disUnct 
"epatemea- (following Michel Foucault and Timothy Rein): 



(1) resemblance/patterning; 

(2) repres>ntation/analyticoreferefitiali^^ modernist Thliwill 
function to introduce the historical particulars of each of the first two 
epistemesi giving the necessary background to references in later 
chapters: andserving to situate my discourse within a modernist 
concem with the arbitrariness of all representation andjanguage use. 
It widalao introduce the methodological notion that language 
(specially philosophical language) is rhetorical in that it functlone 
primarily tp pyercome the paradpx^^ and contradictions inherentin 
tf)e pre-modernist attempt to postulate a ''neutral," ''transparent,** or 
non-alienated potential for language and art. Much pfjhis wiJI draw on 
the deconstructive works of Michei Foucault and Jacques Oerride. 

The first part, on Andre Bazin and Sergei Eisenstein, will 
demonstrate how each, in different ways, or by virtue of different 
epistemologlcal constructs, argue that ithe cinema offers an 
ppportynlty to achieve a npnLaljenat^ form of expreasion, expre^'on 
true to meaning in the world of objects (Bazin) or true to meaning as a 
form of cpnsciousnes9(EtwnsteinJ, 

The second part, on documentary and avant-garde cinema, will 
demonstrate how specific pre-modemi?^ philosophical and aesthetic 
concepts allow the rhetorical (and often polemical) construction of e 
''positive'* category of cinematic expr^sion, opposed to comrr«ercial, 
narrative fic tip n film^ and yaiorizedlnthat opposition. 

The conduction notes the fundamental impact of theories of 
i^^uage on tNK>rto about the cim a reconstitution 

of assertiorta concerning representatioruil adequacy. 



I MEMORY, ESSENCES AND ETHICS: RICHARD M. 
; WEAVER'S THEORY OF ETHICAL PUBLIC SPEAKING 

Order No. DA8328196 

SiEMERS, Curtis BenNARO, Pm.O. "he University of Nebraska • Uneoin, 
1963. 20dpp. Adviser Dennis R Bormann 

This work attempts to provide an ethical approach to rtietpricel 
chticis^m that is based upon the ^ ritings of Richard M. Weaver. Ourlr^g 
his rather short life of 53 yeans, Weaver wrote extensively about \h% 
prpper service of rhetoric. Generally, he was convinced that public 
speakingshould advise society emphasizing the Improvement of the 
lot of the individual. The Cpnstitulipn a^nd_ the 611 I pf Rights w 
written to preserve important essences or universals that had been 
proven worthy by the test of time. The Constitution, then, is secondary 
to a cujture's memory of those things that ought to be. 

Weaver develops a list of four arguments that he considers to be 
ethical^Rrst, he lists argument from definition, then similarity, thiwi 
cause and effect and finally authority. Allare ethical but the most 
ethi cal and h ono r able a rgu me nt is f rp m def ini tion or universals and 
essences which are preserved through memory. Argument from 
circumstance is no argument at all unless it can be related to higher 
princip[es_tf _asp_eaker argues for action based only upon 
circumstance, his or her ethical principles should become suspect. 

"Hijs research deved^ops a r^ 
criticism fhatcan t>e applied effectively to current public speaking 
events, and therefore could form the basis for future research usir>g 
this methodology. 
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